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Statement by Attorney General 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Attorney General) [2.07 pm]: I rise to acknowledge the 
contribution to this state of an exceptional public officer, Mr Walter Munyard, who has recently retired as 
Western Australia’s Parliamentary Counsel. Mr Munyard provided outstanding service to the community 
through his work in the drafting of the state’s legislation and in ensuring public access to legislation. 

Mr Munyard has been drafting legislation in the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office since 1978. He has made 
a significant contribution to the development of the law of Western Australia through his skill in drafting many 
important and complex items of legislation. A small sample includes the Gas Pipeline Access 
(Western Australia) Bill 1998, the Prostitution Bill 1999, the Grain Marketing Bill 2002, 
the State Administrative Tribunal Bill 2003, the State Administrative Tribunal (Conferral of Jurisdiction) 
Amendment and Repeal Bill 2003, the Occupational Safety and Health Legislation Amendment and Repeal Bill 
2004, the Dangerous Sexual Offenders Bill 2005, the Land Information Authority Bill 2006, the Surrogacy Bill 
2008, and the Browse (Land) Agreement Bill 2012. 

In 1989 and 1991 he undertook a year’s assignment as a legislative drafting expert in Trinidad and Tobago, 
firstly for the United Nations and secondly for the Commonwealth Secretariat. On both occasions he drafted 
legislation for that jurisdiction and provided training to its local drafters. Mr Munyard was promoted to 
Deputy Parliamentary Counsel in 1996, and was appointed Parliamentary Counsel in January 2009. In that role, 
he led the PCO through a period of significant change in the way in which legislation is drafted and in how it is 
made publicly available. He has sponsored the development and implementation of a number of initiatives in the 
PCO that have contributed to greater efficiencies and timeliness in the drafting and publication of legislation. 

A key aspect of Mr Munyard’s career as a draftsman has been his active promotion of the adoption of 
information technology in the drafting of legislation and providing public access to it. He was an inaugural 
member of the Australasian Parliamentary Counsel’s Committee Information Technology Forum, which was 
established in 1995. The forum enables representatives from drafting offices in Australia and New Zealand, and 
recently also Singapore and Hong Kong, to exchange information about the development, implementation and 
maintenance of legislative drafting and publishing systems and the provision of legislation and legislative 
information to the public. As a result of this interest in the application of information technology in legislative 
drafting, Mr Munyard pioneered and promoted innovations in legislative drafting in Western Australia that have 
led to significant efficiencies in the way that legislation is prepared and made publicly available. 

He also promoted enhancements to the WA legislation website to provide free public access to WA’s legislation. 
These include a back-capture project to make available copies of all WA acts passed since 1832 in the form in 
which they were originally enacted or made, and copies of official reprints of acts and subsidiary legislation 
currently in force. This has provided an immensely valuable resource for legal practitioners, legal researchers 
and historians. 

In 2010, Mr Munyard introduced new arrangements for the drafting by PCO of bills and amendments to bills for 
private members of Parliament, replacing the WA Parliament’s previous arrangement with a private sector 
lawyer to undertake this work. This has resulted in a more efficient and timely service for members of 
Parliament without having an adverse impact on the government’s legislative program. 

For several years after his appointment as Parliamentary Counsel, Mr Munyard was a member of the 
Western Australian Law Society’s Clear Writing Committee, which promoted the use of clear language among 
the legal profession and which sponsored an annual clear writing competition for law students. 

I take this opportunity to thank Mr Walter Munyard for his very significant contribution to the state and wish 
him a long and enjoyable retirement. 

The PRESIDENT: I endorse that. Mr Munyard was a former Busselton person as well. 
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